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Veteran Amsterdam Democrat changes parties

DiMezza interested in run for Assembly

By Michael Lamendola Gazette Reporter

February 27, 2012

AMSTERDAM — Amsterdam Supervisor Thomas DiMezza has changed his political affiliation to Republican and has set his sights on a possible run for the 105th Assembly District seat should an opening occur through redistricting.

DiMezza said he filed paperwork to change from Democrat to Republican about two weeks ago with the Montgomery County Board of Elections. The change takes effect 30 days after the general election in November.

DiMezza had been a Democrat for decades, having run for supervisor of the town of Amsterdam on the party line as far back as 1999. He had a falling out with Democrats in 2007 when he endorsed George Amedore, a Republican, in his bid to run for the 105th Assembly District.

The 105th seat become open when longtime Assemblyman and Democrat Paul Tonko resigned to become president and chief executive officer of the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority.

In 2009, DiMezza endorsed the Conservative candidate for 2nd Ward supervisor and in 2011, he endorsed the Republican candidate for mayor of Amsterdam.

In changing his party affiliation, DiMezza said he has not “mixed with the Democrats’ views for a long time,” and that becoming a Republican “has been on the back burner for a while. I discussed it with my family and my wife.”

Montgomery County Democrat Committee Chairwoman Bethany Schumann-McGhee said DiMezza has been estranged from the party for years and has not received the endorsement of the local Democratic Committee since 2007.

DiMezza said the party change should position him to run for the 105th Assembly District should Amedore run for a state Senate seat that may be created through redistricting. The Senate district would represent Montgomery and Greene counties and portions of Schenectady, Albany and Ulster counties, and would be the 63rd seat in the chamber.

“I have been talking to some people, and if the opportunity arises for me to run, I would consider it,” DiMezza said. He would need to obtain a waiver from the chairs of the Republican committees in one or more districts to run, as he is still technically a Democrat.

DiMezza is not the only candidate interested in the potential opening in the 105th. Joseph Emanuele III, chairman of the Montgomery County Republican Committee, said he is interested in running for the seat. He added that former Minden Supervisor Thomas Quackenbush is also interested.

Schenectady County Republican Committee Chairman Jim Buhrmaster said three Republicans have expressed interest in running: Brian McGarry, Joe Villano and Charles Quadrini.

On the Democratic side, the sole candidate appears to be Angelo Santabarbara, a Democrat serving on the Schenectady County Legislature. He ran unsuccessfully against Amedore in 2010.

Emanuele said he welcomes DiMezza’s affiliation in the Republican Party. “It is long overdue. He has been talking about it for a few years. We are glad to have Tom on board and as a part of the Republican team,” he said.

As for DiMezza’s bid for the 105th, should the seat open, Emanuele said he and the Republican chairmen of Schenectady and Albany counties will follow a process in selecting the party’s candidate.

“I am still exploring the possibility of running and weighing the pros and cons and giving it some serious consideration,” Emanuele said. “The voters will make the final decision, whether it be at a primary, and the November election.”

Emanuele ran for mayor of Amsterdam last November, but lost against incumbent Democrat Mayor Ann Thane.

In a new release, Democrats responded to DiMezza’s party change with humor and scorn. “Tom DiMezza was a Democrat?” asked 2nd Ward Supervisor and City of Amsterdam Democratic Committee Chairman Jeff Stark. “I wish him the best of luck. He’ll be happier as a Republican.”

Town of St. Johnsville Supervisor Dominick Stagliano, who has served with DiMezza since his first election in 1999, said DiMezza has always been a Democrat in name only. “I can’t think of a single issue he’s sided with the Democrats on in 10 years,” Stagliano said. “Even when we had a Democratic majority on the Board of Supervisors, he voted for a Republican for board chairman.”
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